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Buddy News: A New Season at the Buddy Program
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Dear Jamie:

Ahh, September. This month has always marked transitions for me; between
the change in the seasons, the return to school routines and the simple sigh
of a less busy, crowded feel around town. It seems natural then, that the
Buddy Program is going through a time of transition as well.

As you may know, the Board of Directors has offered me the Executive
Director position and | have accepted. | am empowered and excited to take
on the leadership of the organization. | do so with an extremely strong staff,
Board of Directors and Leadership Development Board behind me.

| have been reflecting quite a bit on my predecessor, David Houggy, and his
leadership at the Buddy Program. | am grateful for all Dave has done for the
organization and for often acting as a mentor to me. Two years ago, Dave
told me that when it was time for him to move on, it would be me who
Wwould step up at the organization. | shook my head vigorously and said "no
way." He mentioned it again a year ago and | shrugged and blew it off. He
just smiled knowingly.

Perhaps our mentors have had that same experience with their own Little
Buddies, encouraging them to try out for the soccer team, make the leap to
that AP class or try out for the school play and being met with that "no way"
look or attitude. But the beauty of the relationships that we build at the
Buddy Program is that our Big Buddies show up the next week and continue
to encourage and care for their Little Buddies with knowing smiles; just as
Dave has done with me. My "no way" response did not result in him
abandoning me or giving up. And here we are today!

During this month | urge you to be mindful of the transitions that are
happening around you and your opportunity to act as a mentor! Read on to

hear more about the wonderful happenings at the program this month!

\With gratitude,
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